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Meeting summary – key messages
1. Spring cropping is the least variable non-chemical approach to take to combat black-grass
but involves the most risk in an environment where the conditions get progressively wetter
and colder.
2. No silver bullet in black-grass control. Each farm requires an individual approach.
3. Weather & environment is largest determinate in black-grass control. In wetter conditions
cultivation/management strategies to encourage germination may be effective. In drier
conditions strategies which encourage germination are counterproductive.

Non-chemical control of black-grass in winter wheat
Method
Ploughing
Delayed drilling
Higher seed rates
Competitive cultivars
Spring cropping
Fallowing

Number of
comparisons
25
16
15
4
3
1

% reduction achieved
Mean (%)
Range (%)
67
-20% to 96
37
-64% to 82
30
+8% to 53
27
+9% to 36
80
+70% to 90
70
+60% to 80

Based on review by Lutman, Moss, Cook & Welham, Weed Research (2013)
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The poorer the control from herbicides, the greater the need for non-chemical methods
Integrating the use of several non-chemical methods, in combination with herbicides, should
improve overall control
Approaches need to be tailored to the weed and resistance problem in each individual field
Consider the relative cost of controlling black-grass and non-chemical methods; herbicides may
no longer be the cheaper option on some fields
Lack of ‘resistance’ to non-chemical methods means they should provide more durable control
than herbicides; learning how to get the best out of them at the individual farm level will pay
dividends in the long term.
More information is available in AHDB Cereals & Oilseeds information sheet “Black-grass:
solutions to the problem”

Next meeting
Date

Topic

20 December 2016

Benchmarking

This will be a joint meeting with the Hereford benchmarking group. Following a farm tour which
will incorporate a market update from a local grain trader, we will be joined by John Pelham,
partner with Andersons Midlands. John will be providing a detailed analysis of the cost’s affecting
our benchmarking group’s profit margins. Drilling down into these figures and making comparisons
with peers is one of the key methods to finding the most profitable route through such a volatile
environment.
In order to participate in this benchmarking activity all farmers attending must have their figures
collected and uploaded onto AHDB’s benchmarking tool prior to the meeting.
Should you wish to participate or require further information please contact Richard Meredith.
To attend meeting, please contact your AHDB Cereals & Oilseeds Knowledge Exchange
Manager:
Richard Meredith

richard.meredith@ahdb.org.uk

07717 493015

To find out more about AHDBs benchmarking tool, please contact:
Megan Loynes

megan.loynes@ahdb.org.uk

07815 600240
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